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Introduction
This section identifies the library system that serves the planning area, describes the current staff levels, hours of operation, funding, and library programs/plans. Information in this section is based on communication with representatives from the Riverside County Library System and the Riverside County Library System. 
Environmental Setting 
Facilities

The Riverside County Library System provides library services to the City of Coachella. Participation in the Riverside County Library System enables library users to access all libraries within the system, which includes 33 libraries and two bookmobiles. Residents of California can obtain a free Riverside County Library System card and have full access to library resources. Currently, non-residents of California can obtain a library card for an annual fee of $10.

The Coachella Library branch, located at 1538 Seventh Street in the City of Coachella, is the only public library located within the City’s boundaries. The Coachella Library facility includes a 3,000 square-foot building housing approximately 28,300 items. The Coachella Library branch currently operates from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. This facility is closed Friday and Sunday. Nearby library facilities that also serve the area include the Mecca Library, located at 65250 Coahuilla in the City of Mecca, and the La Quinta Library, located at 78-080 Calle Estado in the City of La Quinta. 
Programs and Plans

The Coachella Library Branch operates a free Literacy Program for English speaking adults. The library also provides opportunities for volunteers to tutor adult learners in the Literacy Program. 
Many branches of the Riverside County Library System library system offer programs for children and adults, specifically tailored to Latino residents, including bilingual story hours, English as a Second Language classes, cultural programs, author talks, computer classes, and other instructional resources. The library system offers Spanish and bilingual books at every branch in the system. Available books include fiction, children’s picture books, and non-fiction books in subjects that range from gardening to health to art to home improvement. Thousands of new Spanish language books have been added to the library system’s collection in the 2006. Online resources are also available for library cardholders, such as Cumbre (an online encyclopedia in Spanish) and Informe (a collection of full-text journals and magazines in Spanish). 
The BookLetters® is a new service provided by the Riverside County Library System. BookLetters offers book reviews and information on hundreds of authors, which is accessible online. Readers can use this service either at home or at library facilities. BookLetters allows users to discover new authors, access a wide selection of books, and research and meet authors. The BookLetters website spotlights books for teen, children, audiobooks, book clubs choices, and other popular categories.

Additionally, the Riverside County Library System offers family storytelling events at library branches outside the Coachella City Limits and planning area, at the Indio, Mecca, and Desert Springs Riverside County Library branches. 
Regulatory Framework 
There are no Federal or State policies that are directly applicable to library services within the planning area. 
Local

City of Coachella Municipal Code

Section 4.45.050(B) of the City of Coachella Municipal Code requires developer fees for library facilities to be used for the land acquisition and construction costs of a public library facility as part of the Riverside County Library System, to serve the new residential development in the City. Table 2.9-1, Library Developer Impact Fees, list the City of Coachella’s current Development Impact Fees for library facilities based on the type of development land use proposed by a project. Currently, Development Impact Fees are only assessed for residential development projects at a cost of $298 per dwelling unit.
Table 2.9-1
Library Developer Impact Fees

	Land Use
	Unit
	One-Time Fee

	Residential
	Dwelling Unit
	$298

	Hotel, Motel
	Room
	0

	Office
	1,000 square feet (gross)
	0

	Commercial
	1,000 square feet (gross)
	0

	Restaurant and Gaming
	1,000 square feet (gross)
	0

	Gasoline
	1,000 square feet (gross)
	0

	Open Use and Vehicle Sales 
	Acre (one)
	0


SOURCE: City of Coachella Municipal Code, Section 4.45.130, http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16080, accessed February 1, 2012.

Environmental Impacts

Thresholds of Significance
In accordance with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project would have a significant environmental impact on public services if it would:

(a)
Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives for any of the public services;
· Other public facilities.

Methodology

The Riverside County Library provided information on library services. The library does not have adopted thresholds of significance; however, the library uses the National Library Standard to estimate the square footage needed to serve a given population. 

The City of Coachella General Plan is intended to be a “self-mitigating” document, in that the proposed General Plan objectives and policies are designed to mitigate or avoid impacts on the environment resulting from implementation of the proposed General Plan. To that end, the relevant updated General Plan objectives and policies providing mitigation have been identified for each significant impact in this section. If the applicable General Plan objectives and policies were determined not to fully mitigate or avoid impacts, then additional mitigation measures have been provided. These additional mitigation measures have been written as policy statements that can be incorporated into the final General Plan. Each impact discussion includes a determination as to whether the impacts would be mitigated to a less than significant level or would remain significant and unavoidable after implementation of the updated General Plan objectives and policies.
Impact Analysis

Impact 
Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for library services.
Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual Impacts
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