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Introduction
The section discusses solid waste collection and disposal services for the planning area. The methodology for the analysis of impacts to solid waste services involved a review of web-based information about the applicable service and existing utility infrastructure. Additionally, federal, state, and local regulations were reviewed for applicability. 
Environmental Setting
The City of Coachella currently contracts with Western Waste Industries (WWI) to provide solid waste collection and disposal management services. Municipal solid waste generated in the City of Coachella is taken to the Coachella Valley Transfer Station, located on Landfill Road east of Dillon Road and north of Interstate 10. A Joint Power Authority between the City of Coachella and the City of Indio acts as the permitted operator of the transfer station, while the County of Riverside is the permitted owner of the facility. Burrtec Waste Industries is the practical owner and operator of the site. The Coachella Valley Transfer Station currently receives an average of 328 tons of waste per day and has a capacity of 1,100 tons of waste per day.

The City has a curbside recycling program for single-family residences that serves to reduce waste sent to landfills. In 2006, the curbside recycling efforts translates into an approximate diversion rate of 44 percent citywide.
 Waste is sorted to remove recyclables and hazardous waste. Refuse is redirected to either the Lamb Canyon Landfill in Beaumont or the Badlands Landfill in Moreno Valley, and recyclables are redirected to their respective markets.

In addition, the Riverside County Integrated Waste Management Plan has instituted a means of managing long-term solid waste issues. The plan includes source reduction, recycling and composting programs, household hazardous waste management programs, and public education awareness programs as a means to reduce, reuse, and recycle solid wastes.

Landfill Capacity

Riverside County has many landfills. As stated earlier, the two which services the planning area include the Lamb Canyon Landfill and Badlands Landfill. See Table 2.12-1 for details on capacity of these landfills. The Lamb Canyon Landfill is currently permitted to receive 3,000 tons of trash per day. The total permitted capacity of the landfill is 34,292,000 cubic yards. As of July 2005, the remaining capacity of this landfill was 20,908,171 cubic yards.
 
Table 2.12-1
Existing County Landfills (2012)
	Landfill Sites
	Estimated
Closure
Year
	Permitted
Capacity
(Tons/Day)
	Permitted
Capacity
(Yards3)
	Remaining Capacity
As of February 1, 2012
(Yards3)

	Badlands
	2024
	4,000
	33,560,993
	14,730,025

	Blythe
	2047
	400
	6,034,148
	4,159,388

	El Sobrante
	2045
	16,054
	184,930,000
	145,530,000

	Lamb Canyon
	2021
	3,000
	34,292,000
	18,955,000

	Oasis
(open 2 days/year)
	2186
	400
	494,822
	149,597

	Total
	 
	
	92,874,963
	52,547,010


SOURCE: www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities/Directory accessed February 2, 2012.
The Badlands Landfill is currently permitted to receive 4,000 tons of trash per day. The total permitted capacity of the landfill is 33,560,993 cubic yards. As of February 2012, the remaining capacity of this landfill was 14,730,025 cubic yards.
 
Based on permitted daily disposal capacity, the 2012 estimated closure dates for the Lamb Canyon Landfill and the Badlands Landfill are 2021 and 2024, respectively.
 Table 2.12-2 quantifies the generation of solid waste for future solid waste disposal. 
Waste Stream Composition

The bulk of the waste stream for the planning area is comprised of household refuse and green waste. The City of Coachella does not contain industries that produce or handle toxic or hazardous materials as a product or by-product of manufacturing processing, except for certain businesses 
Table 2.12-.2
Generation Rate for Future Solid Waste

	Land Use
	Solid Waste Generation Rate

	Residential
	0.41 tons/unit/year

	Commercial
	0.0024 tons/sf/year

	Industrial
	0.0108 tons/sf/year

	Public/Quasi-Public
	0.0108 tons/sf/year


SOURCE: Riverside County Final General Plan EIR Volume 1, based on the Integrated Waste Management Board, at www.ciwmb.ca.gov.
such as dry cleaners, automotive service and repair shops, agricultural operations, and business and households which use commercially available cleaning products that utilize industrial chemicals and light hazardous materials on a regular basis.

Household Hazardous Waste
Hazardous waste materials are prohibited from being sent to any of the County’s landfills or facilities. All of the active landfills currently located in Riverside County are classified as Class III landfills, as per Title 27 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), which accept only nonhazardous, municipal solid wastes.
 In order to prevent inadvertent disposal of hazardous waste at these facilities, a load inspection regimen is in place at each landfill. As an added service, the Riverside County Department of Environmental Health operates a mobile pick up collection program aimed at minimizing hazardous waste materials form entering the landfill system. This service is provided through contract vendors licensed in collection, recycling and disposal of hazardous waste materials. Each hazardous waste generator is responsible for contracting for services specific to their particular circumstances and service requirements. These waste streams are either transported out of the County or treated and recycled on site.

Construction-Related Waste

Construction-related waste is largely readable as recyclable and can be easily diverted from construction site to appropriate market facilities. This diversion is vital in order to mitigate any significant impact to permitted and actual solid waste disposal landfill capacities.

Regulatory Framework 
State

California Integrated Waste Management Act

In response to capacity and siting problems for landfills, the need for source reduction, recycling, and composting became apparent. In response to this solid waste disposal issue, three pieces of legislation regarding solid waste have been passed at the state level. AB 939 emphasized conservation of natural resources through reduction, recycling, and reuse of solid waste. AB 939 requires that all cities and counties divert 25 percent of solid waste stream from landfills by 1995 and 50 percent by 2000. It also requires that all cities conduct a Solid Waste Generation Study and prepare a SRRE. In accordance with AB 939, local agencies must submit an annual report to the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) summarizing its progress in diverting solid waste disposal.
The term “integrated waste management” refers to the use of a variety of waste management practices to safely and effectively handle the municipal solid waste stream with the least adverse impact on human health and the environment. AB 939 established waste management prioritization as follows: 
· Source Reduction

· Recycling

· Composting

· Energy Recovery

· Landfilling

· Household Hazardous Waste Management

SB 1374, passed in 2002, requires that the annual report submitted to CIWMB also include a summary of the progress made in diversion of construction and demolition waste materials. In addition, SB 1374 requires CIWMB to adopt a model ordinance suitable for adoption by a local agency to require 50 to 75 percent diversion of construction and demolition waste materials to landfills. Local agencies are required to adopt construction and demolition diversion ordinances with diversion rates in accordance with SB 1374. In August 2005, an extension to AB 939 compliance was granted to the City.

California Integrated Waste Management Board Model Ordinance

Subsequent to the enactment of AB 939, additional legislation was passed to assist local jurisdictions in accomplishing the goals of AB 939. The California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991 (Sections 42900–42911 of the Public Resources Code) directs the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) to draft a “model ordinance” relating to adequate areas for collecting and loading recyclable materials in development projects. If by September 1, 1994, a local agency did not adopt its own ordinance based on the CIWMB model, the CIWMB model took effect for that local agency. The County of Riverside did not adopt its own ordinance, and the CIWMB model ordinance has been in effect in the County since September 1, 1994. Although the City of Coachella has also not adopted its own ordinance, it has been complying with the State’s provisions. 

The model ordinance is used by the County as the basis for imposing recycling conditions on new development projects, and on existing projects that add 30 percent or more to their existing floor area. The model ordinance requires that any new development project for which an application is submitted on or after September 1, 1994 include “adequate, accessible, and convenient areas for collecting and loading recyclable materials.” For subdivisions of single-family detached homes, recycling areas are required to serve only the needs of the home within that subdivision. The model ordinance also requires recycling areas to be:

· compatible with nearby structures;

· secured and protected against adverse environmental conditions;

· clearly marked, and adequate in capacity, number and distribution;

· in conformance with local building code requirements for garbage collection access and clearance;

· designed, placed and maintained to protect adjacent developments and transportation corridors from adverse impacts, such as noise, odors, vectors, or glare;

· in compliance with federal, state, or local laws relating to fire, building, access, transportation, circulation, or safety; and

· convenient for persons who deposit, collect, and load the materials.

Local

Riverside County Integrated Waste Management Plan

The Riverside County Integrated Waste Management Plan (CIWMP) is the County’s latest effort in developing plans for the long-term management of solid waste management. The Riverside County Board of Supervisors approved the CIWMP in 1997. Prepared by the Riverside County Waste Resources Management District, this plan includes such approaches as source reduction, recycling and composting programs, household hazardous waste management programs, and public education awareness programs.

Environmental Impacts

Thresholds of Significance 
The following thresholds for determining the significance of impacts related to solid waste disposal are contained in the environmental checklist form contained in Appendix G of the most recent update of the CEQA Guidelines. Impacts related to solid waste disposal are considered significant based on the following:
· Be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the solid waste disposal needs; or

· Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste.
Methodology

To determine solid waste impacts associated with implementation of the proposed General Plan, estimated future solid waste generation amounts are compared to the total anticipated remaining capacity at landfills that serve the City. Evaluation of potential impacts on solid waste facilities and services was based on consultation with staff from the Riverside County Waste Management Department.
The City of Coachella General Plan is intended to be a “self-mitigating” document, in that the proposed General Plan objectives and policies are designed to mitigate or avoid impacts on the environment resulting from implementation of the proposed General Plan. To that end, the relevant updated General Plan objectives and policies providing mitigation have been identified for each significant impact in this section. If the applicable General Plan objectives and policies were determined not to fully mitigate or avoid impacts, then additional mitigation measures have been provided. These additional mitigation measures have been written as policy statements that can be incorporated into the final General Plan. Each impact discussion includes a determination as to whether the impacts would be mitigated to a less than significant level or would remain significant and unavoidable after implementation of the updated General Plan objectives and policies.

Impact Analysis

Impact
Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs.

Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Residual Impacts
Impact
Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste.
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